
   

  Page 1 of 3 

   
 

 

February 2022 Newsletter 
 

École Publique 

Hillcrest Public School 
433 1st Ave, Petrolia, ON N0N 1R0 

http://hillcrest.lkdsb.net  T: 519-882-2260 

Principal: M. A. Newcombe (Andrew.Newcombe@LKDSB.com) 

Secretary: Mme T. Blakey 

Follow us on Facebook: @ecolepubliquehillcrestpublicschool 

Starting With Gratitude 

Being mindful of the things we can be grateful for is good for 

mental health and wellbeing. Often many of us are tempted to 

look at the things that we have temporarily lost, rather than 

focusing on the many opportunities in our path.  Here are some 

things to celebrate at Hillcrest: 

• We wish to thank the School Council, who have raised and 

donated close to $3000 to the purchase of sixty high-

quality uniforms for our school’s teams.  We can’t wait to 

see our student athletes in their new uniforms in the coming 

seasons 

• Our student leaders involved in the Student Parliament made a presentation to the parents 

and guardians on the School Council, at their virtual meeting on January 11th.  The students 

petitioned parents of the council to help the Student Parliament purchase an industrial 

popcorn popper and needed resources.  The students did a great job pitching their 

fundraising ideas to the School Council.  Appropriately, parents called 

the event a “Dragon’s Den” pitch, which couldn’t be more accurate.  

Everyone who was there was extremely proud of the students for their 

professionalism and planning.  The School Council voted unanimously 

to provide $250 for this purchase. 

• January popcorn sales have been deferred to February.  If your family 

ordered popcorn for your child(ren) back in December, for January, these orders will be 

fulfilled next month.  Thanks for your patience with the delay experienced in January.  

 

Upcoming Events 

January 31 

P.A. Day & Kindergarten 

Registration Day (first-time 

registrants) 

February 8 

School Council Meeting at 

6:00 p.m. 

February 18 

Report Cards are sent home 

February 25 

Spring Picture Day 

March 8 

Grade 8 Graduation Picture 

Day 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ecolepubliquehillcrestpublicschool/
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Did You Know? 

Many efforts are made at the best of times to make sure that students and staff are safe and 

healthy.  Did you know that every classroom has an installed Hepa Filter, filtering air in each learning 

space?  Not only does every classroom have a Hepa Filter, but our school is also equipped with one 

in the gymnasium, the Learning Commons (Library), the Staff Workroom, the Secretary’s office 

where there can be higher traffic at times, and in the Staffroom.  

Device Return 

We wish to thank families who borrowed devices during remote learning for their effort in returning 

devices promptly.  Not only were devices returned quickly, but almost all of them came returned 

with the correct chargers.  This effort by everyone is appreciated.  Devices have been returned to 

students learning at school.  Thanks, everyone, for your commitment to supporting the school to 

return to face-to-face learning promptly.  A few devices are still outstanding.  Your efforts in 

returning these devices will be appreciated. 

Kindergarten Registration 

As you know, Kindergarten Registration is currently 

taking place.  On January 31st, families who have 

registered their child online to start Kindergarten for 

the first time, will receive an invitation from the school 

via telephone to attend a registration completion 

session.  This event on the 31st is more administrative in 

nature.  Families will be provided an opportunity in 

April, or June, to come to the school and meet our 

amazing Kindergarten staff.  If you know of someone 

looking to register at this point, please share this 

informaton with  them.  The more we can prepare in 

advance for the arrival of our future Dragons, the more we can ensure that we have proprer 

staffing complements to teach our students. Class creation for next year can be done correctly, 

avoiding having to reorganize our classes at the begingin of the school year, etc.  The more 

prepared we can be, the more we can promote student success.  Thanks for your word-of-mouth 

promotion.  This is truly the best type of advertisement. 

Black History Month 

During Black History Month, people in Canada celebrate the many achievements and contributions 

of Black Canadians and their communities who, throughout history, have done so much to make 

Canada the culturally diverse, compassionate, and prosperous nation it is today.  During this month, 

teachers will provide activities and learning that will provide students an opportunity to familiarize 

themselves with these many achievements and contributions.  Please take a moment to speak with 

your child in the month of February about this learning. 
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Proof of Completion of the Screening Tool 

This was shared in mid-January, but is worth sharing again.  In accordance with the Ministry of 

Education's direction, all students and staff are required to confirm that they have completed the 

Ontario COVID-19 School and Child Care Screener before attending school each day  

https://covid-19.ontario.ca/school-

screening/. 

Families of students in JK-3 complete the 

screener, then they will need to respond 

that they have completed the screener, 

by clicking on the “I Confirm” button and 

the “Submit” button contained in an 

email that will be sent at 5:00 a.m. each 

school day, starting on Monday, January 

17th.  A response would be required 

before the start of school each day.  If 

parents solely complete the screener, but 

do not click on the link in the email and 

follow the instructions to inform the 

school, the school will not be able to 

verify that you have completed the 

screener.  A screenshot of what you will 

see can be found to the right.  The “I 

confirm” button and the “Submit” button are what will make your child’s declaration visible on our 

end at school. 

Students in Grades 4 - 8 are able to respond to their teacher while their teacher is taking 

attendance, confirming that they have completed the screener before coming to school.  Any 

student who has not completed the screener will be asked by their teacher (and assisted in certain 

circumstances) to complete the screener then and there. 

Final Thoughts 

We are always here to help.  Sometimes it goes unsaid, but please know that you can always 

contact the school for assistance.  Traditionally, it is recommended that you reach out to your 

child(ren)’s teacher(s) first.  As they truly know your child better than anyone in our building and are 

the very best partners with parents to promote student success.  You can always reach out to me, 

Andrew Newcombe, the school’s principal as well, at Andrew.Newcombe@lkdsb.net.  My contact 

information is always at the top of each monthly newsletter and on the school’s website.  Please 

feel free to call the office during business hours, and I will do my best to take your call, or call you 

back hopefully in a timely manner. 

Have a great month, everyone! 
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